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Necessarily, the foundation of Christian faith is truth. Faith based on untruths would be a false faith or no faith at all. It should be apparent that absolute moral truth exists and can be known because it is impossible that God, in His perfect justice, would establish requirements for the salvation of men and fail to provide a way for those requirements to be known infallibly. Yet Christians do not agree on these requirements. The purpose of this booklet is to encourage discussion on the faith, but fruitful discussion on matters of faith cannot proceed until agreement is reached on how to know the truth, especially the truth about what we must do to be saved. Therefore, this booklet reviews what the bible
 says about discerning truth and the Church’s role in that discernment. It concludes with quotations from early Christian writers concerning the Church and its role in our salvation.

Truth Exists

We are assured that truth exists. Jesus said to the Jews who followed him:
John 8:32 You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.

Jesus also said to Pilate:
John 18:37-38 37... for this was I born, and for this came I into the world; that I should give testimony to the truth...38Pilate saith to him: What is truth?

Jesus gave no answer to Pilate, but He said to Thomas:
John 14:6 I am the way, and the truth, and the life;

God Demands Truthfulness

Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are an abomination, to the Lord [an abomination is an object of great hatred].

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and injustice of those men that detain [suppress, in KJV] the truth of God.

Psalm 5:7 thou wilt destroy all that speak a lie.

The bible is full of these admonitions for truthfulness and against lies. See also Psalms 15:1-3 and 145:18, Zach. 8:16, Eph. 5:8-10 and 6:12-14, 1 Cor. 5:8, 1Tim. 2:1-4, 2 John 1-6, 3 John 3-4, James 3:13-15, and many others.

God Hides The Truth From Those Who Do Not Love It

God hides the truth from those who do not love the truth given by the leaders of His Church and allows them to believe what is false.
Rom. 11:7-8 7That which Israel sought, he hath not obtained: the election [elect, RSV] hath obtained it, and the rest have been blinded: 8As it is written: God hath given them the spirit of insensibility: eyes, that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear, until this present day. [See Isaiah 6:9 for the Old Testament verse Saint Paul is quoting. See also Is. 6:10, which says, "Blind the heart of this people, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes: lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and be converted, and I heal them."]

Rom. 11:9-10 9And David saith: ... 10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see [see Psalm 68:24 for the Old Testament verse Saint Paul is quoting. Psalm 68 is the messianic Psalm prophesizing the passion of Jesus].

Saint Paul quotes Isaias and David to show that God blinds and withdraws His grace from those who refuse to acknowledge the truth, allowing them to believe falsehood. Jesus Himself confirmed the same to His disciples:
Luke 8:9-10 9And his disciples asked him what this parable might be. 10To whom he said: To you [the leaders of His new Church] it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to the rest in parables, that seeing they may not see and hearing may not understand. And again St. Paul says:
2 Cor. 4:2-4 2But we renounce the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness nor adulterating the word of God: but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience, in the sight of God. 3And if our gospel be also hid, it is hid to them that are lost, 4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of unbelievers, that the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not shine unto them.
2 Thess. 2:8-11 8And then that wicked one shall be revealed: whom the Lord Jesus shall kill with the spirit of his mouth and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: him 9whose coming is according to the working of Satan, in all power and signs and lying wonders: 10And in all wicked deception to them that perish: because they receive not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. Therefore God shall send them the operation of error, to believe lying: 11that all may be judged [condemned] who have not believed the truth ....

Saint Paul is speaking about the anti-Christ and all deceivers preceding the anti-Christ. The Bible here says that God will hide the truth from those who do not love and believe it and will thus allow them to condemn themselves. Why does God do this? Because He wills that the truth should be known for all time through the leaders of His Church, as we shall now show from the Bible.

Infallible Truth Can Be Known Only Through the One True Church of Jesus Christ

Jesus, the Word of God, IS truth, but He willed that His truth be made known not personally to every man but primarily through His one true Church. He guaranteed infallible truth through the leaders of His Church when He said to Peter:
Matt. 16:18-19 18And I say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will build my church, [singular, one Church, not many Churches] and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it 19And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven.

An untruth, a lie, could never be bound in heaven, so Christ, the divine head of the Church, delegated authority over His earthly Church to Peter and promised to give infallible truth to that Church through Peter and his successors by sending them the Holy Ghost, the Paraclete, the spirit of truth, as the Bible says: 

Jn. 15:26-27 26But when the Paraclete cometh, whom I will send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceedeth from the Father, he shall give testimony of me. 27And you shall give testimony, because you are with me from the beginning.
You refers to the apostles who were with Christ "from the beginning." The Holy Ghost gives truth to the Church through the apostles and their successors and the Church gives it to the world as the Bible says again:
1 Tim. 3:15 ... if I am delayed, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the Church of the living God, the pillar and bulwark of the truth (RSV).
A pillar supports the building. A bulwark is a fortified defensive wall. Therefore the Bible says that the Church (not the Bible) is the support and defense of the truth. Jesus reinforces this teaching thusly:
Matt. 18:15-18 "But if thy brother shall offend against thee, go and rebuke him between thee and him alone. If he shall hear thee, thou shalt gain thy brother. 16And if he will not hear thee, take with thee one or two more: that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may stand. 17And if he will not hear them: tell the church. And if he will not hear the church, let him be to thee as the heathen and publican [condemned]. 18Amen I say to you, whatsoever you shall bind upon earth, shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever you shall loose upon earth, shall be loosed also in heaven.

You refers again to the apostles and those Jesus appointed leaders of His Church. And those who do not accept the God-given authority and teaching of the apostles and their successors despise Christ and despise His Father, as the Bible says: 

Luke 10:16 He that heareth you heareth me: and he that despiseth you despiseth me: and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me.

The you to whom Jesus is speaking are the leaders of His Church. The leaders of His Church are the ones who are to receive the truth from the Holy Spirit and teach it to the world, as the Bible says again: 

Acts 1:1-2, 8 1The former treatise I made, 0 Theophilus, of all things which Jesus began to do and to teach, 2Until the day on which, giving commandments by the Holy Ghost to the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up ... 8But you shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon you, and you shall be witnesses unto me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and even to the uttermost part of the earth.
You refers "to the apostles" and those Jesus appointed leaders of His Church. These verses show that Christ gave His commandments to the apostles and their descendants, and they are to spread them to the uttermost part of the earth, as the Bible also says:
John 17:9, 17-21 9I pray for them. I pray not for the world, but for them whom thou hast given me [the apostles and leaders of the Church]: because they are thine.... Sanctify them in truth. Thy word is truth. "As thou hast sent me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19And for them do I sanctify myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 20And not for them only do I pray, but for them also who through their word shall believe in me. 21That they all may be one, as thou, Father, in me, and I in thee; that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

Here again, Christ sanctifies them, the apostles and leaders of the Church, in the truth and He prays for them also who through their word shall believe in Him. God gives the truth to the apostles; the apostles give the same truth to all men of the earth, totally united through the one, true, living, visible Church of Jesus Christ, which shall prevail against the gates of hell until the end of the world. There could not exist a more powerful analogy of the unity, the oneness God requires of all men in and through His Church, than the oneness of God the Father and God the Son. We must be one in faith as God the Father and God the Son are one.

There is only one true Church, but there can be false apostles working in false churches.

2 Cor. 11:13-15 13For such false apostles are deceitful workmen, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder: for Satan himself transformeth himself into an angel of light. 15Therefore it is no great thing if his [Satan’s] ministers be transformed as the ministers of justice, whose end shall be according to their works.

Individual men can appear to be ministers of justice but actually be deceitful workmen. Individuals can be deceived. The Church cannot be deceived. Without the infallible truth of the teachings of the Church through the successors of Peter, Satan could do his evil work, unopposed, through false apostles and false workers in false churches. But the one true Church of Jesus Christ is holy and without blemish as the Bible says:
Eph. 5:25-27 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ also loved the church and delivered himself up for it: 26That he might sanctify it, cleansing it by the laver of water in the word of life: 17That he might present it to himself, a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish.
The only way the Church can be composed of sinful men and yet be holy and without blemish is through the infallible truth guaranteed by Christ to the Church through Peter and his successors. This is according to the mind of God. This is God's way. This is the way defined in the Bible. This is the only way there can be one faith and one body in the Church as God commands. Christ is our head, we are His mystical body, the Church. A body can have only one head, a head only one body, as the Bible says:
Ephesians 4:4-6 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of us all.
There is only one true Church of Jesus Christ, and its primary function as the pillar and bulwark of truth, is to interpret God's laws in order to give the one body the infallible truth about the one faith. This New Testament faith is the New Covenant in Christ, governing the lives of Christians. The Bible is the Constitution under which Christians must live this New Covenant. According to Matt. 18:15-18, the Church serves as the Christian Supreme Court, the last resort in disputes about its Constitution. Without a Supreme Court there is no way to interpret the meaning of the constitution in specific cases. Without a Supreme Court chaos and anarchy would result. This is what has happened in Protestantism, where their churches have no authority; where no authority exists outside the individual person. Individual laymen, usually without formal training in God's ordinances, control what is defined and taught as truth. And when their pastor does not teach what those individuals have decided is the truth, they fire the pastor and hire another until they find one who will teach their truth. Therefore, in the Protestant denominations there can never be one faith because they have rejected the Church, God's only infallible way to know truth. For them the Church has no authority to teach the faith. It cannot say anything about truth. For them the Church does not exist except as a convenient social and organizational entity. To them, as Calvin taught, there is no visible Church, it is invisible. Yet, the Bible says:
Matthew 5:14 14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid.

Christ likens the Church to a city set on a hill, something very visible, an organization which is now worldwide! Without a visible Church with infallible teaching and governing authority over men, they will never be united in one faith as God commands: 

John 17:22-23 22The glory which thou [Father] hast given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and thou in me, that they may become perfect in one [perfectly one, KJV], so that the world may know that thou hast sent me and hast loved them even as thou hast loved me.

Being perfectly one cannot mean being divided into literally thousands of different denominations that cannot agree on what is truth, as Jesus warns:
Matthew 12:25, 30 25And Jesus knowing their thoughts, said to them: Every kingdom divided against itself shall be made desolate: and every city [church] or house divided against itself shall not stand. 30He that is not with Me is against Me, and he that gathereth not with Me scattereth.

We repeat God's biblical divine plan. It is Peter, whom Christ appointed to watch over His one, true, visible, earthly Church: 

John 21:15, 17 15Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." 17 He said to him, "Feed my lambs ... Feed my sheep."

Matthew 16:18-19 18And I [Christ] say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven.

Christ gave Peter the keys to the gates of heaven. Keys are made to keep undesirable people out. The Jewish high priest wore the large keys to the Holy of Holies prominently on his breast as a sign of his authority to keep unauthorized people from going in. Christ gave the keys to the gates of heaven, the Holiest of Holies, to Peter and said He would abide by Peter's decisions about letting people in. Christ did not take back from Peter the keys to the gates of heaven. They are still locked, and because the gates of hell shall never prevail against God's one true Church, Peter's successors still have the keys. Conclusion: Everyone who wants to get into heaven must come to Peter's successors for the keys.

Therefore, Outside the One True Church of Jesus Christ There Is No Salvation

Those truths which the head of His Church has declared to be bound on earth and bound in heaven, as authorized by the words of Christ in Matthew 16:15-19, are called ex cathedra, a Latin phrase meaning "from the chair [of Peter]." The words below state the Dogma of Faith, "outside the Church there is no salvation," a doctrine taught by Jesus Christ to His apostles, preached by the Fathers of the Church, declared ex cathedra by the successors of Peter, and piously believed by the true faithful in every age of the Church.

"There is but one universal Church of the faithful, outside of which no one at all is saved." (Pope Innocent III, Fourth Lateran Council, A.D. 1215)

"We declare, say, define, and pronounce that it is absolutely necessary for the salvation of every human creature to be subject to the Roman Pontiff." (Pope Boniface VIII, the Bull Unam Sanctum, A.D. 1302)

"The most Holy Roman Church firmly believes, professes and preaches that none of those existing outside the Catholic Church, not only pagans, but also Jews and heretics and schismatics, can have a share in life eternal; but that they will go into the eternal fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels, unless before death they are joined with Her; and that so important is the unity of this ecclesiastical body that only those remaining within this unity can profit by the sacraments of the Church unto salvation, and they alone can receive an eternal recompense for their fasts, their almsgivings, their other works of Christian piety, and the duties of a Christian soldier. No one, let his almsgiving be as great as it may, no one, even if he pour out his blood for the Name of Christ, can be saved, unless he remain within the bosom and the unity of the Catholic Church." (Pope Eugene IV, the Bull Cantate Domino, A.D. 1441)

These are infallible definitions clearly stating God's mind: Outside the one true Church of Jesus Christ, the Catholic Church, there is no salvation. The words are plain, simple, and cannot be interpreted in a way other than their literal meaning. Solemn infallible definitions are intended to clarify, to be clearly understandable. And in the case of this dogma, clarity was uniquely ensured by the three successive definitions of increasing detail, so that the meaning would be crystal clear and no ambiguity could be found in it. Yet the modernist looks for loopholes.

You may ask why this dogma was solemnly defined by the popes only 1215 years after the birth of Christ. If true, why wasn't it defined from the beginning of the Church? The answer is that the popes normally make solemn definitions only when a truth is seriously challenged. This truth was firmly believed from the beginning without serious challenge. Here’s the proof.

Witness of Great Christian Writers of the Early Church

Here are just a few passages from the works of great Christian (Catholic) writers from the earliest days of the Church, showing that the Church has always believed and taught this dogma:

Saint Cyprian (died A.D. 258): "He who has turned his back on the Church of Christ shall not come to the rewards of Christ; he is an alien, a worldling, an enemy. You cannot have God for your Father if you have not the Church for your mother. Our Lord warns us when He says: '[H]e that is not with Me is against Me, and he that gathereth not with Me scattereth.' Whosoever breaks the peace and harmony of Christ acts against Christ; whoever gathers elsewhere than in the Church scatters the Church of Christ." (Unity of the Catholic Church)

Lactantius (died A.D. 310): "It is the Catholic Church alone which retains true worship. This is the fountain of truth, this is the abode of the Faith, this is the temple of God; into which if anyone shall not enter, or from which if anyone shall go out, he is a stranger to the hope of life and eternal salvation." (The Divine Institutes)

Saint Augustine (died A.D. 430): "No man can find salvation except in the Catholic Church. Outside the Catholic Church one can have everything except salvation. One can have honor, one can have the sacraments, one can sing alleluia, one can answer amen, one can have faith in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and preach it too, but never can one find salvation except in the Catholic Church." (Sermo ad Caesariensis Ecclesiae Plebem)

Saint Fulgentius (died A.D. 533): "Most firmly hold and never doubt that not only pagans, but also all Jews, all heretics, and all schismatics who finish this life outside of the Catholic Church, will go into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels." (Enchiridion Patristicum)

Pope Pelagius II (A.D. 578 - 590): "Consider the fact that whoever has not been in the peace and unity of the Church cannot have the Lord. ...Although given over to flames and fires, they burn, or, thrown to wild beasts, they lay down their lives, there will not be (for them) that crown of faith but the punishment of faithlessness. ...Such a one can be slain, he cannot be crowned. ... [If] slain outside the Church, he cannot attain the rewards of the Church." (Denzinger 246-247)

Saint Thomas Aquinas (died A.D. 1274): "There is no entering into salvation outside the Church, just as in the time of the deluge there was none outside the ark, which denotes the Church." (Summa Theologica)

Saint Peter Canisius (died A.D. 1597): "Outside of this communion - as outside of the ark of Noah - there is absolutely no salvation for mortals: not for Jews or pagans who never received the faith of the Church, nor for heretics who, having received it, corrupted it; neither for the excommunicated or those who for any other serious cause deserve to be put away and separated from the body of the Church like pernicious members ... for the rule of Cyprian and Augustine is certain: he will not have God for his Father who would not have the Church for his mother." (Catechismi Latini et Germanici)

Summary and Conclusion

Do you consider yourself a Christian? If so, you must believe the bible. And, you must be truthful. The bible says absolute moral truth exists and can be known infallibly. For Christians that is unquestionable because God could not in justice establish requirements for the salvation of men and fail to provide a way for them to know those requirements infallibly. Then to summarize, the bible says (1) Christ established only one Church, (2) that Church is visible in the world, (3) that Church is the "pillar and bulwark of truth" and therefore (4) that Church, not the bible (and certainly not the opinion of every individual Christian) is the arbiter of God's truth, most importantly the truth about salvation. There can be no contradiction in the truths revealed by God. If you think you find in your bible a contradiction to the bible verses quoted in this article, then that contradiction is only your opinion; only one man’s opinion. It could be wrong. You are not infallible.  The bible says the place you must go to resolve that contradiction infallibly is "the pillar and bulwark of truth," the one, true, visible Church of Jesus Christ on earth, governed by the successor of Peter; the Catholic Church. You must enter it or return to it before you die because you cannot be saved outside it. 

End Note 
What is the history of your church? When was it founded? It is a historical fact that Our Lord Jesus Christ founded His Church in the year AD 33. Only the Roman Catholic Church can trace its founding back to that date. The chart at the end of this booklet shows the founding date of many other churches that call themselves Christian. With the exception of the first church in the list, the Roman Catholic Church, none existed until more than 1000 years after AD 33. Therefore none of them can claim the charism of infallibility given by Christ to Peter and his successors to protect His Church from error in faith and morals.
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